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26 An Ethnologist in East Greenland. 

Dr. Thalbitzer collected over 150 folk and child songs, a number of 
remarkable magic formulas and many proverbs and tales in the native 
speech. He secured phonographic records of much of the linguistic 
material. The angakoks or priests gave him much information con- 
cerning religious and other traditions. In the course of the winter, 
Mrs. Thalbitzer, who is a sculptor, modelled many busts and statu- 
ettes in wax from which to produce ethnological figures for the 
museums. The scientific results of this journey will be published in 
the Meddelelser om Gronland during the present year. 



ERICHSEN'S EAST GREENLAND EXPEDITION. 

The Duke of Orleans announced early in January that he in- 
tended to send the polar exploring vessel Belgica to the East Green- 
land coast next summer to co-operate, in every way possible, with 
the expedition commanded by L. Mylius Erichsen. The latter left 
Copenhagen for East Greenland June 24, 1906, with supplies for 
two years. As is well known, Erichsen's purpose is, first of all, to 
complete the outlining of the east coast from Cape Bismarck to Inde- 
pendence Bay, discovered by Peary in 1892 ; to send a party north 
over the sea ice to attain the north pole, if possible ; to make a sledge 
journey along the northern coast of Greenland in order to complete 
the exploration of Peary Channel, which separates the mainland from 
the archipelago north of it ; to explore other parts of the east coast 
south of Cape Bismarck which are not yet satisfactorily mapped ; and 
to study the nature and phenomena of the inland ice, and probably 
to cross the ice cap to the west coast about half way between the 
north and south ends of the island. 

This long programme may, of course, be subject to many vicissi- 
tudes, but if the expedition has good fortune the close of the explor- 
ing season in 1908 will see a great deal of work accomplished and 
the party on their way home. 

The Duke of Orleans' voyage in the Belgica in the summer of 
1905 (Bull. Amer. Geog. Soc., 1906, No. 12, pp. 721-729), along 
the east coast extended to the north of the 78th parallel, about 120 
miles north of Cape Bismarck, but he saw only stretches of the Green- 
land coast, and Erichsen's survey will really begin from south of 
Cape Bismarck. 

Perhaps no other Arctic expedition has been more carefully 
planned than that of Erichsen. Among the twenty-six men in his 
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party fourteen are persons of scientific attainment. The scientific 
organization of the expedition is very thorough. It includes an 
ethnologist and six men who have had special training in geographi- 
cal surveying and cartography. Erichsen was especially desirous to 
have a large cartographic force, for much of his work was to be 
done by small parties, and he, of course, wishes that all the results 
should be adequately mapped. Meteorology, hydrography, zoology, 
ornithology, botany, and geology are also well represented. Most of 
the official staff were selected for their scientific attainments. The sec- 
ond-officer of the vessel, the three helmsmen, and the engineer have 
each a scientific specialty. Two physicians and an artist are also in the 
party. For his sledge work Erichsen took with him ioo dogs and 6 
ponies; the efficiency of the latter in sledge hauling on the sea ice 
was demonstrated by Fiala in Franz Josef Land. 

The completion of the outlining of the Greenland East Coast 
and of Peary Channel will supply the information necessary to ascer- 
tain the area and shape of Greenland. On the east coast Erichsen's 
survey work will practically begin at Shannon Island in 75 ° 12' N. 
and extend to the northern extreme reached by Peary, a distance of 
nearly 500 miles. It is hoped that he will be able to add facts of 
value to the interesting discoveries of Eskimo remains north of 
Cape Bismarck. He may be able to establish the theory now pre- 
vailing that the east coast was peopled by Eskimo migrations around 
the north end of the island from the western shores. We know from 
what the Duke of Orleans's party saw that there are many deep 
fiords to be explored, and the labours of the Koldewey, Nathorst 
and Amdrup expeditions require to be connected and completed. 

Erichsen is an explorer of proved capacity and thoroughness. 
He was the leader of the Danish Literary Expedition, and he lived 
with the Arctic Highlanders, as the Eskimos between Cape York 
and Cape Alexander are called, for ten months. He is fairly well 
acquainted with the whole west coast of Greenland as far north as 
Etah, has sledged across the Island of Disco, and has visited the 
Inland ice in two places. Arctic authorities have much confidence 
in his ability, and regard the task he has assumed as the most im- 
portant work connected wth Arctic lands that remains to be done. 
The co-operation of the expedition sent by the Duke of Orleans 
must effectively promote the work of the Danish party. 



